ADNOC Abu Dhabi Marathon reveal full line-up of elite
runners to take part in inaugural Abu Dhabi Marathon
Second round of International athletes, Abera Kuma, Helen Tola, Marius Kipserem, Ababel
Yeshaneh and Merima Mohammed, announced for ADNOC Abu Dhabi Marathon
Runners join half-marathon word-record holder, Abraham Kiptum, in first-ever ADNOC Abu
Dhabi Marathon
Press conference attended by selected elite runners, Stanley Biwott, Marius Kipserem,
Emmanuel Mutai, Abraham Kiptum and Eunice Chumba

Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates – December 05, 2018: ADNOC Abu Dhabi Marathon, today,
announced the full-line up of elite trunners to take part in the inaugural Abu Dhabi Marathon on
December 7th at a press conference held at Abu Dhabi Sports Council. International athletes Abera
Kuma, Marius Kipserem, Helen Bekele, Ababel Yeshaneh and Merima Mohammed will join
previously announced runners including half-marathon record holder Abraham Kiptum, setting the
stage for a fierce battle.
“Elite runners who have competed in some of the biggest races in the world will be joinging the inaugural
ADNOC Abu Dhabi Marathon and we couldn’t be prouder to host them in our city and have them here with
us today. There is a real excitement and buzz around the capital as we prepare to stage our first-ever
marathon and we encourage everyone to come down and support everyone taking part as we make
history together.” Said H.E. Aref Hamad Al Awani, General Secretary of the Abu Dhabi Sports Council.
Joining the elite women’s race is on-form long distance runner Ababel Yeshaneh, who came first in
the women’s 2018 half-marathon in Istanbul boasting an incredible time of 66:22. This win was

closely followed by the Ethiopian’s performance at the Copenhagen half-marathon in September
which saw her cross the line with a career best of 65:46, placing second in the competition.
Fellow Ethiopian Helen Bekele, who has achieved both a marathon and half-marathon personal best
this year, will also be at the start line for the first-ever ADNOC Abu Dhabi Marathon. Bekele
completed the 2018 Berlin marathon with a time of 2:22:48 and won the Barcelona marathon in 2017
crossing the line with a time of 2:25:04.
Representing the Elite Male Category and hailing from Ethiopia is 2015’s Rotterdam marathon winner
Abera Kuma who earned his first senior international medal at the 2010 IAAF World Cross Country
Championships. Earlier this year, Kuma achieved a personal best for his performance at the 2018
Rotterdam marathon which saw him cross line in 2:05:50, beating his 2015 time by an unbelievable
94 seconds.
Kenya’s Marius Kipserem, will join the race in the capital on December 7th. He won the 2016
Rotterdam marathon with a time of 2:06:11 and completed the 2017 Eindhoven marathon with a
time of 2:06:43.
Finally, Merima Mohammed of Bahrain, will join the line up in the elite women’s race. Having ran in
only two competitions in the last two years, the Bahrani formerly ran the second-fastest time ever for
a woman at the 2013 Houston TX race. To-date, her personal best for a marathon stands at 2:23:06,
an achievement she made at the 2010 Toronto marathon.
These five athletes will join previously announced runners, Abraham Kiptum, Stanley Biwott, Gelete
Burka and Eunice Chumba on the start line in front of ADNOC Tower.
They will also be promoting healthy and active lifestyles to the capital’s residents and encouraging
the community to get involved in this historic sporting event in the UAE.

There is still time to join in and take part in the various race categories. For more information
visit: www.adnocabudhabimarathon.com
Athletes and supporters can also follow and interact with ADNOC Abu Dhabi Marathon on a variety of
social media platforms including:
•
•
•
•

Facebook: ADNOC Abu Dhabi Marathon
Twitter: @ADNOCADmarathon
Instagram: adnocadmarathon
Hashtags: #EnergyInMotion #RunInAbuDhabi
###

About Abu Dhabi Sports Council
Abu Dhabi Sports Council (ADSC) was established in 2006 by His Highness Sheikh
Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan, Abu Dhabi Crown Prince and Deputy Supreme Commander
of the UAE Armed Forces.
ADSC is aligned to the emirate’s leadership vision to develop sport and youth activities. The
Council promotes an effective, emirate-wide sports calendar that stimulates the desire to
participate in quality sports among all Abu Dhabi residents and helps the talented and
motivated reach their sporting potential.
The Council also hosts and supports the staging of international world-class sporting events.
These include: the annual Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship presented by EGA; the Formula
1TM Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix; the ITU World Triathlon Series; both the Abu
Dhabi and Gary Player Invitationals; the Fatima Bint Mubarak Ladies Open on the Ladies
European Tour, the Red Bull Air Race; the Mubadala World Tennis Championship; the 2017
and 2018 FIFA Club World Cups; the 2019 AFC Asian Cup UAE and the UCI WorldTour
event, The Abu Dhabi Tour.
We at ADSC firmly believe that sporting events deliver a host of benefits for the emirate and
its residents. These span improved health and wellness, the building of community spirit, the
discovering of local talent and the delivery of international exposure of the emirate as a worldclass sporting events hub.

Whether it is land, sea or air, we have sport covered.
For more media information please contact: Ahmed Wahab Al Juboori at Abu Dhabi Sports
Council: awahab@adsc.abudhabi.ae
About ADNOC
ADNOC is a major diversified group of energy and petrochemical companies that produces
around three million barrels of oil and 10.5 billion cubic feet of raw gas a day. Its integrated
upstream, midstream and downstream activities are carried out by 14 specialist subsidiary
and joint venture companies. To find out more visit www.adnoc.ae
For further information: media@adnoc.ae
About Premier Motors
Premier Motors is the official dealer for Maserati, Ferrari, Land Rover, Jaguar, Ford and
Lincoln in the emirate of Abu Dhabi. The company’s automotive portfolio also includes Ford
Trucks.
Premier Motors’ showrooms are located at Khalidiya and Mussafah in Abu Dhabi, and
Senayya in Al Ain, while service and parts centres are in Mussafah and Saniya in Al Ain.
For further media information, please contact: Sony Elias, Senior Public Relations Manager, Al Tayer
Motors, Dubai, UAE. Tel: +9714 3037515, Mob: +971505811249, Email:selias@altayer.com; Shaymaa
Saada, PR Executive, Tel: +9714 3037514, Mob: +97155 5170050, Email:asaada@altayer.com
For further information: Please visit https://www.premier-motors.ae/maserati/or
Facebook.com/premiermotors,
Instagram.com/MaseratiUAE

Instagram.com/premiermotors,

